


DEUCES WILD
PAIR OF 35Ds SPEED ELECTRIC WORK FOR TEAM FISHEL

The 35D’s maneuverability and low ground pressure 
are perfectly suited for electric repairs in yards with 
fenced-in areas and landscaping.
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One of the largest utility contractors in North America considers mini-excavators to be its ace in the hole for 

underground electrical repairs. Rich Mauldin, Area Manager for Team Fishel in Louisville, Kentucky, knows 

getting in and out of residential areas quickly without making a big mess is a big challenge. That’s what makes 

his two John Deere 35D Compact Excavators a pair to draw to.

Team Fishel crews dig pits up to six feet deep to fix an electrical problem. Digging that deep in an exclusive 

neighborhood could put a backhoe-equipped crew all in, but this situation is where 35D Compact Excavators 

get down and dirty.

“The 35D’s maneuverability and low ground pressure are perfectly suited for electric repairs in yards with 

fenced-in areas and landscaping,” says Mauldin. “The zero tail swing and the rubber pads make a big difference. 

It won’t damage concrete or asphalt driveways, and its small footprint lets us use boards to get it into yards 

without tearing up the landscape.”

Team Fishel is paid a lump sum for each repair, so the company wants to minimize the time spent per project.

Again, the 29.9-horsepower 35D is a safe bet. “It has a lot of power for such a small machine. We run into 

really tough soil conditions that have been backfilled with cut rock. You need a good machine to go down five 

or six feet in that stuff.” 

We caught up with operator Vito Doria working his 35D on a radius pit for two-inch electrical conduit. The 

primary cable had blown out, which knocked out power to the neighborhood.

“I’ve run this 35D for about three years,” says Doria. “They’re great for digging sending and receiving pits (for 

horizontal directional drills). In tight conditions, I really like the zero-tail-swing feature. It’s also easy to switch 

from backhoe controls to excavator controls, which is nice. I’m just more comfortable with track ’hoe controls.
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“You can dig off to the side; you can dig parallel to 

a wall with the independent swing boom. The boom 

will swing 180 degrees, from straight left to straight 

right. It’s a very maneuverable machine.”

35Ds top competitors

Team Fishel owns two 35Ds and rents more as 

needed. “We’ve had non-Deere excavators, but they 

didn’t have the same power,” says Mauldin. “They 

just wouldn’t perform. Two years ago, we let the 

operators help us make the decision. We put our 

35Ds up against two other brands for about a 

week — and the operators said there was no com-

parison. The 35D ended up being the right tool, 

hands down.”

Team Fishel owns and leases John Deere equipment 

almost exclusively — and has for many years. In the 

Midwest region alone, the current fleet includes 23 

John Deere backhoes of the 310 and 410 size.

“John Deere equipment has proven to be the ma-

chine of choice for us because of the performance, 

productivity, uptime, and support we get from 

John Deere,” says Mike Wathen, Team Fishel’s 

Midwest Region Fleet Manager. “We use corporate 

software to track uptime, and John Deere equipment 

is phenomenal. Last year we ran 99-percent uptime 

on our John Deere machines.”

Team Fishel software also tracks maintenance and 

repair time on each piece of rolling stock. When a 

machine goes down, the shop logs it into a com-

puter. “We start accounting for it right away. This 

99-percent statistic is by the actual hour. That’s a 

solid number…an excellent number.”

Wathen and his staff work hard to minimize down-

time. They lean heavily on the John Deere dealer 

network, and they’re seldom disappointed. “Our 

Deere equipment seldom goes down for more than 

24 hours. Usually a machine is up and running in 

two or three hours.” (Owning a newer fleet helps, 

of course. For the past three or four years, Team 

Fishel has participated in John Deere’s three-year 

lease program.)

Back on the job, Vito Doria takes pride in his 35D. 

“It’s a great machine. It does me proud each day — 

it’s a privilege to run it.”

(Right back at you, Vito. Sounds like Team Fishel and 

their 35Ds are a lay-down hand in the underground 

utility business.)

“John Deere equipment has proven to be 
the machine of choice for us because of 
the performance, productivity, uptime, and 
support we get from John Deere,” says
Mike Wathen, Team Fishel’s Midwest
Region Fleet Manager.
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www.JohnDeere.com/digdeeper

To view video, visit DigDeeper. And while you’re there, 
tell us your story!
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Looking for an instant rise in productivity? Add a Worksite Pro™ attachment. In this issue, we discuss 
Side-Discharge Buckets.

Worksite Pro Side-Discharge Buckets are perfect for distributing material in close quarters. Spread sand, 
sawdust, or straw in livestock stalls; backfi ll gravel into trenches; or precisely place landscape mulch. You 
can discharge material from either side of the bucket and manually adjust the gates to control fl ow.

Four models come in two styles. The SD72 and SD84 (Dust) models are for lighter material, such as mulch, 
sawdust, and straw. An agitator reduces bridging of lighter material for a smooth, consistent fl ow. A separate 
motor powers the agitator.

The SA60 and SA72 (Aggregate) models are for aggregate materials, such as lime, sand, or gravel. A defl ec-
tor keeps material weight off the belt to help prevent stalling and provide continuous fl ow.

Polyester-cord-reinforced seamless rubber belt provides long-term durability. Replaceable bolt-on cutting 
edges are available.

Like all Worksite Pro attachments, side-discharge buckets are compatible with John Deere skid steers and 
compact track loaders, and also with most competitive models.

Side-Discharge 
Buckets

To view video, visit DigDeeper.

www.JohnDeere.com/digdeeper
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PRODUCTIVITY    |    UPTIME    |    LOW DAILY OPERATING COSTS 

The new compact 17D has a one-track mind for maneuvering in conservative spaces. Its hydraulically retractable tracks and 
folding backfi ll blade help get you in and out of tight quarters with a minimum width of just 39 inches. Then, when you’re ready to work, the 
tracks expand to over 50 inches for stability. See us today to fi nd out how a narrow-minded 17D Compact Excavator can expand your possibilities.

“Narrow-Minded”
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